
 

Instead of That, Say This 
 

One way to help students with their understanding of mathematics vocabulary is to 
emphasize formal mathematics language in the classroom. What follows are some 
examples of how informal or incorrect language (Instead of that…) can be replaced with 
formal mathematics language (Say this…). 
 
Formal mathematics language is important because this is the type of language that 
students read in texts and on the STAAR. If students only experience informal 
mathematics language, it will be difficult for students to fully participate in mathematics 
and demonstrate their mathematics competency.  
 
Each of these examples come from an article named Supporting Clear and Concise 
Mathematics Language: Instead of That, Say This (Hughes, Powell, & Stevens, 2016). The 
article can be accessed here: 
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/0040059916654901 
 
 
 
  



 

Here are examples related to number and operations. 
 

 



 

Here are examples related to fractions and decimals. 
 

 
  



 

Here are examples related to geometry. 
 

 
 
  



 

Here are examples related to measurement. 
 

 

 


